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Steps of Cultural Exchange between Korea
and Japan through Fashionable Connection

by, - LEE Hyejeong (Republic of Korea)

- ) LEE Hyejeong (Republic of Korea)Recently, while

walking around the city, various "Korean-style"
* fashion, makeup, and shoes have come quite visible.

By virtue of the influence of K-POP and Korean
dramas, Korean culture has become increasingly
familiar. However, this "Korean-style" popularity is not
something that has just started; but has roots in the long history
of civic cultural exchange between Japan and Korea.

1. Acceptance of Japanese culture in modern Korea: As for the
acceptance of Japanese culture in Korea, the policies of
President Kim Dae-jung (4 K KHEHH1998-2003) played an
important role. President Kim Dae-jung implemented measures
for "Opening Korea to Japanese popular culture" which aimed
at improving Japan-Korea relations and promoting cultural
exchange. As a result, Japanese films, music, and anime became
popular in Korea, establishing a foundation for the widespread
acceptance of Japanese culture in Korea from the late 1990s to
the early 2000s. Furthermore, Japanese fashion culture also
influenced Korea. But Korean youth culture has developed by
rather digesting Japanese trends than simply imitating, and by
utilizing its own country characteristics.

2. Recent "Korean-style" trends: In recent years, Korean fashion
and makeup have become extremely popular worldwide.
Clothing and cosmetics from Korean brands have become very
familiar to Japanese youth. There are several factors behind this
trend.

First, the spread of Korean cuisine popularity can be named as a
front runner. Korean food has been embraced by many Japanese
people, particularly for its health benefits and deliciousness,
which has enhanced interest in Korean culture as a whole. In this
background, the popularity of K-POP exploded, and drew
attention to Korean youth culture and fashion all at once.

Additionally, the spread of LCCs (low-cost carriers) has
significantly shortened the distance between Korea and Japan.
Young people can now easily visit Korea in a short time, which
brought an increase of those having experienced the latest trends
and styles in Korea through the travel.

Furthermore, the reason why Korean fashion and makeup are
gaining attention is that their simple and sophisticated style,
along with a culture that values individuality while
incorporating trends, perfectly matches the contemporary youth
culture in Japan.

3. The future of friendly cultural exchange: It is expected that
both countries’ culture will continue to influence each other and
will deepen further. Japan and South Korea will continue to
build a new era of "friendly exchange" in maintaining the close
relationship. Please let’s keep an eye on the evolving "Korean-
style" trends and the influence of Japanese culture!

[Faith of the Fallen] (Terry Goodkind)

Brandon M Lindsay (USA)

Some books change the way you see the world. For me, Faith of
the Fallen by Terry Goodkind is one of those rare books. It didn’t
just make me love fantasy. It ignited within me a passion for the
craft of writing. Before discovering Goodkind’s work, 1 was
drawn to science fiction, with its stories of our future and the
technology that makes it possible. But Faith of the Fallen, and
the whole Sword of Truth series of which it is a part, showed me
that a great story isn’t just about the setting—it’s about people,
the struggles they endure, and the strength they find within
themselves.

Faith of the Fallen follows the story of Richard, a woods guide-
turned-emperor, who is captured and forced into a brutal
existence under the totalitarian rule of the Imperial Order. He
must do so to save the life of his wife—the woman who gives
his life meaning—and whom he must leave behind forever.
Instead of succumbing to despair, he uses his spirit, intelligence,
and creativity to defy his captors in the most unexpected way—
through his art. Reading about Richard carving a magnificent
statue, pouring his soul into something that symbolizes hope and
human potential, was one of the most moving things I’d ever
read. It is a story that demonstrates the difference between mere
survival and truly living, and it shows that the human spirit can
never be truly broken. Despite his horrible situation, Richard’s
relentless perseverance inspires not only his friends, but even his
enemies. Their inability to defeat his spirit is what eventually
leads him to victory and success.

Reading Faith of the Fallen changed everything for me. It was
the first step down a path I had never envisioned walking down
before. It made me care more deeply about storytelling—not just
about crafting interesting plots and fascinating characters, but
about exploring what makes us fight, dream, and endure. It’s the
book that inspired me to become a writer myself, to build worlds
and characters that reflect the same
powerful themes. Although I know I’ll [ ‘
never write anything as great as Faith SHORESEEKER_‘
of the Fallen, Richard’s story inspires B
me to keep improving my craft. Even
now, after reading the series four times,
I return to Goodkind’s work whenever
I need a reminder of why I fell in love
with storytelling in the first place. If
there’s one book that proves the power
of the human spirit, it’s this one.

BRANDON M LINDSAY

This is my fantasy novel, inspired by the works of Terry Goodkind.
Ty RAA Y FIZRIBEZ Tz, FADPFETT

#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR

TERRY
GOODKIND
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Introduction to the
Activities of TIC
Supporting Member
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Keisen University: The Progress of Japanese Language
Education and Contributions to the Community

Satomi Shiga (Department of Japanese Language and
Culture, Keisen University.)
Keisen University's Japanese language education has
supported many international students and future Japanese
language teachers and has deepened exchanges with the
community. In particular, the collaboration with TIC has
continued for many years and has prompted the University be
involved in Japanese language learning support in the area.

Our university's Japanese teacher training program was established
in 1995 and will celebrate its 31st year in 2025. It has produced
many graduates who are active both domestically and internationally
and contributes to the field of education. The program's distinctive
feature lies in its focus not only on acquiring knowledge but also on
developing practical teaching skills. In addition to a two-week
teaching practice at domestic Japanese language schools, we also
offer opportunities for those who wish to participate in internships at
universities abroad, and strive to nurture teachers who can be
immediate assets. A significant factor that allows us to provide such
internships, which are rare at other universities, is the presence of our
many alumni at the internship sites.

We also provide a summer program that welcomes international
students from partner universities. Our graduates teach at the
summer classes. Students from Keisen also participate in the classes.
There also have come out such graduates, who have been invited by
overseas universities and are active as lecturers at those institutions
by virtue of high evaluation for their teaching methods here.

Furthermore, we are implementing programs that value connections
with the local community. This includes the "Keisen University and
TIC Collaborative Japanese Language Learning Supporter Course,"
which started in 2021 and is scheduled to continue in 2025. In recent
years, the number of foreigners living in Japan has increased, which
has risen the importance of Japanese language education in the
community, where TIC's Japanese language classes have to meet the
challenges of shortage of learning supporters. This course is
formatted anew to learn with a diverse range of participants such as
students, international students, TIC members, society members etc.,
incorporates on-the-job training (OJT) . Among those who have
completed this course, some are now active as supporters in TIC's
Japanese language classes.

Even if Keisen University goes out of Tama City, the
accomplishments by the learning built up until now and the
connections with the local community will never disappear. I believe
that reflecting on the history of our university in this way is not just a
nostalgic look back at the past, but an important opportunity to think
about the future of Japanese language education and our relationship
with the community. I hope that we will continue to make full use of
those experiences and remain active in our respective working fields.
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W+, Egypt Sojourn record

Masahiro Oba (Japanese Seminar)

A day in Egypt begins with the Adhan. The adhan is a call
to Islamic prayer, serving a similar role to church bells in
Christianity. I heard that it starts with the repetition of the
prayer words four times. A few decades ago, at the time I
came Egypt first time, I felt it so noisy in the early morning,
but oddly, I gradually began to feel comfortable with it.
Islam might give you a special image. In Egypt there is a word
called Inshallah (meaning God only knows). When we make a
contract or promise in business, we always say "inshallah," which
is a word that expresses the hope "the results will be good for each
other." Also, the Egyptians are generally generous to others, which
have brought many situations bearable. For example, when I asked
for directions, people would gather, and I felt that the kindness to
help others in trouble even if the area is not so familiar (the
direction sometimes turned out wrong in the end) is a national trait
unique to Egyptians.
In Egypt, it rains only about three days a year. Instead, sandstorms
sometime assault. That's why there's a joke that says, "Wipers are
used for sand." My family encountered an incredible sandstorm,
which was said to happen once every hundred years, while we were
out. The sky suddenly turned orange, and we couldn't open our eyes
or breathe. We hurriedly took shelter in a nearby building. The next
day's newspaper reported it as "the end of the world."
As for food procurement, some ingredients easily available in Japan
could not be obtained at the local supermarket and had to be sourced
through the special channels. However, fortunately, under the
guidance of JICA, we were able to get delicious rice comparable to
the new crop Sasanishiki for about 70 yen per kilogram, which was
a great help. I still nostalgically remember that we packed so many
foodstuffs in our trunks that the lids wouldn't close and brought
them back to Egypt at the time of long vacations in Japan or Europe.
Furthermore, I had many unique experiences in Egypt. For
example, the "Pyramid Marathon" that circles the pyramids and the
"Papyrus Making Experience" that allows you to touch on the
ancient Egyptian civilization. Such activities were all deeply
interesting.
Egypt has countless tourist attractions such as the Pyramids and the Sphinx
in Cairo, the royal tombs in Luxor, and the Abu Simbel temple, but I
recommend Mount Sinai and Sharm El Sheikh. Mount Sinai is said to be
the land of Moses' Ten Commandments, and I climbed it on a camel-ride
to see the first sunrise, and was impressed so much that I felt sacred on the
treeless rocky mountains and almost believed God was there. Sharm El
Sheikh is a popular resort for Europeans, but it is a special place where a
passport is required even if it is inside
of Egypt. According to oceanographer s
Cousteau, there is no river, therefore
no inflow in the area, which brings the
most beautiful sea in the world. I
highly recommend visiting these |
places if you have a chance to go to =
Egypt. FALNDA D
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This issue’s feature is about the struggles of foreigners studying Japanese, | s« 4 24 ~D =& R LA B ZHE TS0,

a language with three different writing systems. While hiragana may notbe| sk 7~ 4813 BIHL T/ VIR E FEEE Published by: Public Relations Division
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enjoyable process. There are over 7,000 languages in the world. Perhaps Translations : Hirosh Kumagai
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