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THE INSPIRATION OF TAMA CITY
Erdinc Ekinci (Turkey)

Hello, everyone! I am an entrepreneur and have a
small startup company called openfor.co in Silicon
Valley, USA. It's a partnership development platform, we
find and connect businesses from around the world to
build partnerships. My co-founder is actually my wife. I
met her in the US and we started our company there. She is
from Myanmar, and she has ever lived in Japan for almost
8 years at that time. We decided to move to Japan two and a
half years ago just before the COVID pandemic hit. Before
we decided to move to Japan, I visited here several times.
There were many reasons to move to Japan, we have some
Japanese clients, and of course, we love the environment,
food, and culture.

When we started to live in Japan, we used to stay in Tokyo
downtown for 6 months. It's convenient but apartments are so
small, expensive, and have few outdoor activities. Since the
pandemic hit, living and working in a small apartment
become unbearable. Luckily we are possible to work remote-
ly. That's why we started to look for a place which has bigger
apartments, more rooms, lot's of greenery and still possible to
commute to the downtown less than an hour. Finally, we
found the perfect place... Tama City, Nagayama!

It has been 2 years since we moved here, right after the
global pandemic hits. COVID pandemic is affecting every-
one. I believe hard times are making us even stronger. We
feel grateful for what we have and feel lucky that we are
possible to stay in this wonderful environment healthy and
safe. Actually, we even have more time to try new things
than before, because we don't need to commute anymore.
So we during COVID decided to start an online youth com-
munity called openfor.co/fellowship. Since we started, a
total of around 3,000 youths from over 20 countries applied
and 120 youths were selected and we gave international
career and entrepreneurship training, provide internship and
job opportunities to them.

I have already fallen in love with Tama City, and it
inspired me to do so many things. I wish we can attract a lot
of remote working foreigners so we can do a lot of things
that I love with new friends! especially outdoor activities.
Tama has so many beautiful, neat, and well-maintained
parks. Also, it's very convenient, from Nagayama, it is possi-
ble to go to downtown places like Shinjuku and Shibuya in
30 mins via Express Train, and easy access to
mountains for hiking and beach for swimming in
. less than one hour. We really love outdoor activi-
| ties especially biking, hiking and swimming! We
were able to explore so many beautiful things
around Tama City even by bicycle. I feel very
grateful to live in friendly Tama! I'm always open
to connecting and meeting with new people.
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SOLO TRAVEL IN AUTUMN
Hoang Thi Fue (Vietnam)

I’ve wanted to visit Kyoto in autumn, but it was

autumn, I decided to travel alone thinking that it

would be a good time because the number of infected
people had decreased significantly. I applied for a last
minute vacation leave and booked a Shinkansen ticket using
the Smart EX app that my boss told me.

On the first day, I missed to get off at Nagoya, then when I
arrived at Kyoto Station I asked the conductor to write for me
a renrakusho or a report so that I could return to Nagoya
without charge. Besides, from Nagoya to Gifu Prefecture,
where my cousin lives, I took the wrong train and finally
arrived to her place late at night.

On the second day, I went to Kyoto with my cousin, and
since we hadn't seen each other for three years, we couldn't
stop talking. After sightseeing in Kyoto, we parted in the

. evening and left for Osaka. I went to a sushi

; ~ restaurant, Toki Sushi, near my hotel where I
enjoyed the most popular grilled sushi and draft beer.
The old man at the counter spoke good English and
| seemed to be honest and trustworthy person.
. On the third day, I went to Shinsekai and Namba.
| It was my first time to try fugu (pupperfish), but I
was a little disappointed that it tasted bland. I also
ate takoyaki and kushikatsu.

On the fourth day, I went back to Kyoto. I wasted
a lot of time going to Kinkakuji Temple because I
mistook the sign "Ginkakuji" to "Kinkakuji". 1

enjoyed the flavor of tea and raw

| yatsuhashi at Kiyomizudera Temple, and

- then went to Arashiyama at night, but

| many shops were not open due to COVID.

When I returned to Osaka, I went to a

- yakitori restaurant but ended up paying

more than I expected because I didn't read
' the menu properly.

On the last day, I took a walk around
Osaka Castle and then went sightseeing in
=1 Nara before returning to Tokyo. As soon
" as [ arrived at Fuchu Station, I found out
that I had lost my IC card, but the station
staff kindly told me how to pay for my
ticket.

My trip this time did not go as I

lonely and difficult at times, but I
learned how to make arrangements
~ for trains and hotels, and to be careful
in places I’'m not familiar with. I also
enjoyed the flavor of local cuisines
. and the beautiful sceneries. When

COVID is over, I would like to go to
many places again and experience a variety of things to make
good memories.
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Tamae Yoshioka, Representative

Activities of YIE are intended for elementary and junior
high school students. I heard that TIC had not had a
project for children when it had come into operation. It
seemed that it was necessary to let children have an
experience of international exchange, therefore, YIE was

established. Because of covid-19 pandemic, our activities
of international understanding class and visit to an embassy
are suspended now. So, I introduce our activities before covid-19
pandemic.

1. International Understanding Class

This is an activity to introduce a foreign country where a
foreigner who lives in Tama city come from by himself, which is
divided into two parts.

(D Cooking Experience (Children and a teacher cook and eat a
local dish where he is from together.)

@ Introduction of a country (A teacher gives a lecture about his
country first. After that, he teaches language, read a picture book,
or play a game of his country.

We send an announcement about international understanding
class to each elementary and junior high school at the beginning
of April. We introduce a teacher in charge to a school after
receiving an application from a school. A teacher has meetings
about content of his class with a school in advance, then his class
is held. YIE members supports a teacher at all times in order to
make his class go smoothly. Teachers are from several
countries such as China, South Korea, Malaysia, India, Morocco,
Egypt, Venezuela, or Brazil, and each teacher has lived in Japan
for a long time. It is unforgettable for children to have
experiences of talking with a foreigner face to face and of
making and eating an unknown dish, even though they do all
processes in Japanese.

2. Visit to an Embassy

Children visit a foreign embassy in Tokyo in order to learn
about a country, a role of an embassy, and a relationship with
Japan, to understand diversity, and to develop global awareness.
We have visited many embassies such as of France, of Canada, of
Saudi Arabia, of India, of Ecuador, and of Mongolian State. YIE
members accompany children on a field trip and their safety
always comes first.

Children also visit JICA GLOBAL PLAZA, the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Japan, and others.

3. Adaptation Lesson

We instruct children who have immigrated to Japan with their
parents without sufficient Japanese skill and feel anxious about
life in Japan in order that they can adapt to Japanese school life.
The goal of the lesson is to help them with learning how to deal
with Japanese people and Japanese life style besides learning
Japanese. Every YIE member in charge has a teacher’s license
and supports children from the aspect of study, too. This is a
commission project by Tama City. The number of lessons is 35
and 120 minutes per lesson. If it is not enough, volunteers give
support at the same level as mentioned above based on children’s
needs. Japanese children will be able to discover whole new
world by having a foreigner in their class.

We wish that the situation settles down and children can learn
about many countries and experience with their cultures.
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share their experiences abroad.
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A Japanese Language Teacher’s Eyes in Poland
Yoshio Koyama, Ex-TIC Japanese volunteer teacher

I’'m presently staying in Poland as a volunteer
Japanese language teacher from the end of September
2021. The place is at a local university in the
Rzeszow City located in the South-Eastern part of
Poland.

When I arrived at Rzeszow City, the beautiful season
called “the Golden Autumn” has just started in Poland.
The leaves of the trees in the parks or the river side passages
have changed in golden color, which is different from the
coloring in Japan. In November, the temperature went down
rapidly day by day, and it became below zero in December,
and finally we had the first snow fall on 5th December.

My assignment in Poland is to teach Japanese language to
the University students. When the students were recruited,
more than 90 people, including post graduate students and
university staff, had applied to the Japanese classes. So
finally, they were divided into 6-groups and 6 classes per
week have started. It sounds a bit heavy work for a retired
man, but it’s good that I feel always busy. The university
provided a fully furnished guest house for free, and I'm
basically cooking myself. But there is a university cafeteria
where they serve daily set Polish lunch, which contains
main dish with meat & potato, soup, and pickles or salad. I
like this set lunch and have it frequently since it is not only
a nutritiously balanced but also I can enjoy the variety of
Polish dishes.

Let me tell about the impressions of the Polish youth. The
students I teach are generally rustic and highly intelligent.
When I asked them how to spend their leisure time, they
answered reading, watching movies, travels, sports, TV
games, and “Anime and Manga”. 1 was surprised to know
the magnitude of impact by the Japanese sub-culture to the
youth in Poland. In my personal observation, Poland seems
to keep their homeliness in the society and people more
compared with the Western European countries. The securi-
ty in town is very good. The price of food and living are
generally very cheap. Looking at the university students
who are living in the dormitory, they tend to go back to their
parents’ house on every weekends. They think that the time
they spend with their family is very important and valuable.

Only 4 months have passed since I arrived here. I'm
hoping to learn more about Poland and Polish society with
the eyes of a foreign resident in the near future.
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Editor's Note

Generally, it is said that Japanese people aren’t good at
speaking foreign languages. Since Japan is an island country.
there were no other countries connected to the land, and the
Japanese people can simply speak Japanese enough to communi-
cate with each others. But nowadays that all countries in the
world are connected on the Internet, foreign languages, especial-
ly English is essential. The TIC members are trying to learn a
variety of foreign languages regardless of their age (this is
worthwhile thing). Read the feature article on the first page.

International Understanding Lecture: Turkey

557 . TICO# &

TIC activities by photos

ZEETE R e 2 —
T206-0011 HURHIZEETEIT4-72
¥ p—HK a2 — K7W TEL 042-355-2118
FAX 042-355-2104
HAT: IR Rk Rk
e MTNERT
FOER MERT M B =, FEERHS

20224£3 A 10 H 347

*UDHAODT BRI R BHEE TS,
*Eo BT BT TR E B E R

B HESNTOET, SHEOHIE, LRET

TS &, BIRULET,

(4K Darin Gerhart)

11/28 msss=

A\

S

Lesson for foreigners
about disaster prevention

Tama City International Center (TIC)
We look forward to any comments, suggestions and
topics. This newsletter is also translated into Korean
and Chinese and is available upon request.
Please contact us at the following address:

7F VITA Commune

4-72 Sekido, Tama City, Tokyo, 206-0011

Tel: 042-355-2118  Fax:042-355-2104

E-mail: tic@kdn.biglobe.ne.jp
URL : https://www.tic-tama.jp
Twitter: https://twitter.com/tic_office
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Representative: Tsutomu Mogami

Editor : Kayoko Takeuchi
Translations : Kayoko Takeuchi, Fe Murakami
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