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WHAT I’'M READING

(AND WATCHING ON THE SCREEN)
Mark Rood (USA)

SILENCE by Shusaku Endo

“Trample! Trample! It is to be trampled on by you
that I am here.” -Silence

Several years ago when I first came to Japan, |
asked my supervisor at work what book would help me
to understand the Japanese mind. After all, he had been
here for 30 years by then and should know something about
the Japanese. He gazed thoughtfully around the room and then
said, “Well, I don’ t know if you can handle it or not, but I’ d
recommend Silence by Shusaku Endo, then after that, “The
Samurai” by the same author. I went on to read both of these
novels and I can say that even years later after reading many
books related to Japan, Silence is the most influential in my
mind.

It is a raw, sober historical novel about the Portuguese
Jesuit Sebastido Rodrigues, sent to Japan during the Edo
period, whose experiences difficulty after difficulty in being
persecuted by the Bakufu. The book is incredibly honest about
the shortcomings of Japan as well as the Europeans that came
to here during that era, especially their goals and western
ideals.

Silence is a powerful book. It has much to say about East
meets West. Endo skillfully brings the reader on an adventure
to Japan that is full of anticipation, hope, disappointment, dis-
illusionment and new hope. You may find yourself in one of
the characters of this book. When I first came to Japan there
were many parts of Japanese culture and thinking that were
difficult to understand. The main character also has a this
same experience and slowly comes to accept Japan.

This book is Endo’s most famous and is internationally well
known, having received multiple awards for literature. I think
that it is an excellent window to understand Japan for foreign-
ers. We can each identify with having ideals about Japan
before we came, and then having those very ideals challenged
and broken by the reality of Japan. Also Silence will benefit
Japanese readers as well in seeking to understand why for-
eigners often struggle to live and thrive in Japan.

Lastly, this Book has recently been released as a feature
film and is showing in Theaters everywhere. The film by the
same title as as the Book stars some very big names in the
acting world,
Andrew Gar-
field , Adam
Driver, Liam
Neeson and
Tadanobu
Asano.

I’ll warn you,
it’ s not a happy
book, but it” s
real and and it is
heartfelt.



