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CHINESE TRADITIONAL CLASSIC
PERFORMANCE - JING JU

Hana Kano (China)

Long ago, during my childhood, what I most
anticipated during my visits to my grandfather was
going to see jing ju with him. Because of his influ-

ence [ have come to love jing ju.
Jing ju is a Chinese traditional classic play. It is
often called Chinese opera in English. It includes
dance, acrobatics, and songs. Songs play the most
important and most appreciated part of jing ju, and are con-
sidered some of the traditional music of China. Therefore
people often say "go to listen to jing ju" instead of "go to see
jing ju." When I was a child, the lyrics and expressions were
so difficult that I could hardly catch the meaning. But I
enjoyed it as it was and I liked the atmosphere. Later in life,
the more I saw it, the more deeply I came to comprehend the
context, and [ have found it more and more interesting.

Jing ju is the Chinese national treasure. It is also known
for its gorgeous costumes, unique timber of folk musical
instruments and melodious songs. The stage is generally
simple, while costumes and make-up play more important
roles. Costumes include formal dress at Court, government
officials' dress and casual dress. Patterns, length and colors
of those costumes vary according to the status, position,
gender, and age of the characters. Headgears, shoes, beard,
and other stage properties are also classified in detail.

One of the typical characteristics of jing ju is the characters'
make-up, which is called "renpu." It is put on the entire face
with colors and patterns. It represents the nature of the char-
acter or his fate. The colors also have meanings. For example
red renpu represents a person who is royal, courageous, and
praised, while black is for a brave and intelligent person. If
you come to recognize the character of the performer at your
first sight, you have become an expert of jing ju.

Jing ju is an integrated art. It is composed of elements such
as songs, lines, gestures, and actions. Above all, the songs
play the most important and fun part. Songs have traditional
patterns of tunes and they richly represent one's internal feel-
ings. The more you listen to these songs, the more deeply
you appreciate them.

The band is composed
of players of traditional
folk instruments. It is
their role to play music
which accompanies the
songs, and to lead the
actors when they appear
on the stage and when
they leave the stage,
according to the pro-
gram. Jinghu, which is
similar to erhu (two-stringed Chinese instrument played with
a bow), is the main instrument. It has a rather high and
dynamic resonance. Unlike the orchestra, the band has no
conductor. The players of the danpigu (Chinese drum) and
ban (percussion instrument) have the role of the conductor.

Jing ju entertains the audience with a variety of scenes with
songs, music, and lots of action on the stage. Seeing is
believing. If you are interested in the Chinese culture, and if
you have the opportunity, go to see jing ju. [ am sure you will

discover a totally new experience. (Original text: Japanese)



