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ME, JAPAN AND THE WORLD
Yoriko Kyo (China)

= Twenty-five years have passed since I came
to Japan. My first experience in TIC was a
cultural exchange lecture held in 2005. T still
. remember clearly that I left my one-and-a-half-
L, year-old son in a temporary childcare on that day
before going to TIC. Since then I have also partici-
pated in various activities.

Through the activities, I introduced China to Japanese
people, at the same time I also learned a lot from them
about Japan. And so, we can learn, understand and respect
each other's cultures. Now, no matter what happens
between Japan and China, we can watch it calmly
together. This is a big support for me living abroad. There
is a saying, "When in Rome, do as the Romans do." But |
think it is not enough for foreigners just to follow and
obey, they should also share or contribute to the commu-
nity so that local people would be able to know something
about their countries too. That is international exchange.

New-type coronavirus pneumonia has been spreading
since January this year. Many foreigners living in Wuhan
and all over China are forced to spend their anxious days.
I think that it is necessary for them to make a choice of
returning home temporarily, but many people decided to
keep staying where they are. Also many people decided
to return back to their workplace in China again despite
the situation that the end of infection cannot be read at all.
Even though they are in danger, they still want to play a
role as members of the local society and have the desire to
support the local society and people. Surely after their
long stay, they are connected by a deep bond with the
local people.

Pneumonia spreading from
China Wuhan and reaching to
multiple countries will cause
untold damage to many coun-
tries around the world. Under
such circumstances, I would
like to take this opportunity to
express my gratitude for the
prompt support to China from
many countries including
Japan.

Globalization of the world is
progressing in all fields and
areas. Each of'us, if you can do
international exchange that you
can, your feeling will be
connected to another, and the
world will become more peace-
ful and friendly. I think I will
keep staying somewhere in this
international exchange circle.

(Original text:Japanese & English)




