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JAPANESE POINT OF VIEW ABOUT LIFE ABROAD

ZLOAFRADEN. HiR. BAREGEBNMENMITOET, NEICITOTNHTRIEREDBIBLDEN, B

FRESTEIXATLED D, Many Japanese go abroad for sightseeing, on business, or due to a job transfer. But, many are
unaware of the difference in customs until they arrive in the foreign country that may surprise and bewilder them. Here, they
will share their experiences abroad.
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VOLUNTEERS IN AMERICA

Misako Inoue
lkebana Salon, Exchange Program Div.

Madison, capital of the State of Wisconsin, in
the northern United States, is known as a safe
and liberal city. Our family stayed there one
year each in 1983 and 1990. In 1990, our chil-
dren enrolled in a local public elementary
school. There, E.S.L = English as a Second

Language, i.e. to teach foreign children unable

to speak English, was provided at public expense

and helped us very much. In Japan the problem,

the increase of foreign school-age children who

cannot speak Japanese and do not attend schools,

recently comes apparent. But in the United States, E.S.L was

already common 30 years ago, and all had been accepted in the
elementary schools.

For foreign women who cannot speak English, free English
conversation classes hosted by Christian Churches were plenty.
Especially for women with small children, during study, there
provided free nurseries, the supporters of which were many
volunteers. I had heard that even some of them took short work
breaks and participated. I really appreciated these nurseries.
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Looking at the USA today, a feel-
ing occurs that she has become a
different country from what was
before, where discrimination and
division of society are rampant.
Thirty years ago, these situations
were not imaginable at all. Is it the
case that such a strong sense of dis-
crimination was hidden in the back,
unnoticed before? There will be the
Presidential election this fall. As a
one who once had been helped in
good America, I just hope and pray
the USA will proceed along a good
direction again.



